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Best Department 
Stores
Jenners The mother of 
all Edinburgh department 
stores, founded in 1838. 
(p70 )

Harvey Nichols Four 
floors of designer labels, 
plus rooftop brasse-
rie with grand views. 
(p71 )

Best for Tartan
Kinloch Anderson 
Tailors and kiltmakers to 
HM the Queen and HRH 
the Duke of Edinburgh; 
nuff said. (p111 )

Geoffrey (Tailor) Inc 
Kilts in all patterns from 
clan tartans to football-
club colours. (p51 )

Best for Jewellery
Galerie Mirages An 
Aladdin’s cave of jewel-
lery and gifts in both 
ethnic and contemporary 
designs. (p103 )

Alchemia Original de-
signs as well as specially-
commissioned pieces. 
(p71 )

Annie Smith Edinburgh 
designer famed for 
beautiful and delicate 
pieces reflecting nature’s 
patterns. (p103 )

Best for Books
Word Power Long-estab-
lished radical bookshop 
specialising in political, 
gay and feminist litera-
ture. (p121 )

McNaughtan’s Book-
shop Secondhand and 
antiquarian dealer; books 
on Scottish history, 
art and architecture. 
(p83 )

Best Markets
Edinburgh Farmers 
Market Saturday feast of 
fresh Scottish produce, 
from smoked venison to 
organic free-range eggs. 
(p90 )

Stockbridge Market 
Eclectic Sunday market 
that has become a focus 
for the local community. 
(p99 )

Shopping
Best

 Edinburgh’s shopping experience extends far 
beyond the big-name department stores of 
Princes St, ranging from designer fashion and 
handmade jewellery to independent bookshops, 
delicatessens and farmers markets. Classic 
north-of-the-border buys include cashmere, 
Harris tweed, tartan goods, Celtic jewellery, 
smoked salmon and Scotch whisky.

Princes Street
 Princes St is Edinburgh’s trademark shopping 
strip, lined with all the big high-street stores 
from Marks & Spencer to BHS and Debenhams, 
with more upmarket designer shops a block 
north on George St, and many smaller specialist 
stores on Rose St and Thistle St. There are also 
two big city-centre shopping malls – Princes 
Mall, at the eastern end of Princes St next to the 
Balmoral Hotel, and the nearby St James Centre 
(currently undergoing a major redevelopment), 
at the top of Leith St – plus Multrees Walk, 
a designer shopping complex with a flagship 
Harvey Nichols store on the eastern side of St 
Andrew Sq.

Shopping Districts
 Other central shopping streets include South 
Bridge, Nicolson St and Lothian Rd. For more 
offbeat shopping – including fashion, music, 
crafts, gifts and jewellery – head for the cobbled 
lanes of Cockburn, Victoria and St Mary’s Sts, all 
leading off the Royal Mile in the Old Town; Wil-
liam St in the West End; and Raeburn Pl and St 
Stephen’s St in Stockbridge. Ocean Terminal, in 
Leith, is the city’s biggest shopping mall. 
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Jenners department store (p70)

y�Top Tips
  In shops display-

ing a ‘Tax Free’ sign, 
visitors from non-EU 
countries can claim 
back the 20% VAT 
(value-added tax) 
they have paid on 
purchased goods.

 Many city-centre 
shops stay open 
till 7pm or 8pm on 
Thursdays.
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Rosslyn Chapel (p122)
 Made famous by Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code, this medieval chapel is a 
symphony in stone, thickly clustered with carved symbols and imagery that 
has been associated with the enigmatic quest for the Holy Grail.

Royal Yacht 
Britannia (p106)
 Since her retirement in 
1997, the former floating 
holiday home of the 
British royal family has 
been moored at Leith’s 
Ocean Terminal, offering 
a fascinating insight into 
HM the Queen’s travels.

Edinburgh Castle (p24)
 Attracting more than 1.3 million visitors a year, Edinburgh Castle is Scotland’s 
most popular attraction, a craggy cluster of museums, militaria, chapels, cannons, 
vaults and prisons, and the Scottish Crown Jewels.
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 Edinburgh’s Top Sights 
Top Sights
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Charlotte Square (p75)
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4 George Street
 Go uphill to George 
St and turn left. This 
was once the centre of 
Edinburgh’s financial 
industry; now the banks 
and offices have been 
taken over by designer 
boutiques and cocktail 
bars. Pop into the Dome 
Grill Room at No 14, 
formerly a bank, to see 
the ornate Georgian 
banking hall.

 5 St Andrew 
Square
 The New Town’s most 
impressive square 
is dominated by the 

Melville Monument, 
commemorating Henry 
Dundas (1742–1811), the 
most powerful Scottish 
politician of his time. 
On the far side is Dun-
das House, a Palladian 
mansion that houses 
the head office of the 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
(another magnificent 
domed banking hall lies 
within).

6 Scott 
Monument
 South St David St leads 
past Jenners (p70 ), 
the grand dame of 
Edinburgh department 
stores, to the Scott 

Monument (p69 ). 
Climb the 287 steps to 
the top for an incompa-
rable view over Princes 
Street Gardens (p68 ) to 
the castle.

7 Calton Hill
 Head east along Princes 
St and Waterloo Pl to 
the stairs on the left, just 
after the side street called 
Calton Hill. Climb to the 
summit of Calton Hill 
(p76 ), one of Edinburgh’s 
finest viewpoints, with a 
panorama that stretches 
from the Firth of Forth to 
the Pentland Hills.

2�The Walk
 Edinburgh’s New Town is one of the world’s finest 
Georgian cityscapes, well worthy of its Unesco World 
Heritage status. This walk captures the essence 
of the New Town’s Georgian elegance, taking in its 
two architecturally pivotal squares, the grand town 
houses of Heriot Row (complete with private gar-
dens), and two of the city’s best viewpoints, the Scott 
Monument and Calton Hill.

Start Charlotte Sq

Finish Calton Hill

Length 1.5 miles; one hour

5�Take a Break
 Thistle St is home to a good selection of bistros 
and restaurants – try  Café Marlayne (%0131-226 
2230; www.cafemarlayne.com; 76 Thistle St; mains lunch 
£8-10, dinner £15-18; hnoon-10pm; g24, 29, 42) for 
some French home cooking, or Fishers in the City 
(p80 ) for a seafood feast.

1 Charlotte 
Square
 Charlotte Square 
(p75 ) is a masterpiece 
of neoclassical design. 
On the north side is 
the museum Georgian 
House (p75 ), while off 
the southeast corner is 
16 South Charlotte St, 
birthplace of telephone 
pioneer Alexander 
Graham Bell.

2 Oxford Bar
 Leave the square at its 
northeast corner and 
turn right along Young 
St, passing the Oxford 
Bar (p81 ), made famous 
by Ian Rankin’s Inspec-
tor Rebus novels. Turn 
left on N Castle St, right 
on Queen St then left 
again, taking a peek 
into the private Queen 
Street Gardens.

3 Heriot Row
 Turn right into Heriot 
Row, a typically elegant 
New Town terrace. At No 
17, an inscription marks 
the house where writer 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
spent his childhood. It’s 
said that the island in 
the pond in Queen Street 
Gardens (not open to the 
public) was the inspira-
tion for Treasure Island.
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is more than £130, based 
on the cost of a double 
room with breakfast.

 If you’re staying 
for a week or more, a 
short-term or serviced 
apartment might be more 
economical.

 Edinburgh 
Information Centre (Map 
p36 ; %0131-473 3868; 
www.edinburgh.org; Waverley 
Mall, 3 Princes St; h9am-
7pm Mon-Sat, 10am-7pm Sun 
Jul & Aug, to 6pm Jun, to 5pm 
Sep-May; W; jSt Andrew 
Sq) has a last-minute 
booking service; £5 fee.

Useful Websites

  Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/hotels) 
Recommendations and 
bookings.

 Edinburgh & the 
Lothians (www.edin-
burgh.org) O   cial tourist 
website, with wide range 
of accommodation and 
weekend break o  ers.

Best Budget

  Malone’s Old Town 
Hostel (www.maloneshostel.
com) Comfortable new 
hostel above an Irish pub, 
just south of Royal Mile.

 Edinburgh Central 
SYHA (www.syha.org.uk) 
Hostelling Scotland’s 

 ve-star establishment 
close to the city centre.

 Safestay Edinburgh (www.
smartcityhostels.com) A big, 
bright, modern hostel in 
the heart of the Old Town.

Best Midrange

  Sheridan Guest House 
(www.sheridanedinburgh.com) 
A little haven hidden away 
to the north of the New 
Town.

 Southside Guest House 
(www.southsideguesthouse.
co.uk) South Edinburgh 
town house, feels more 
like a modern boutique 
hotel.

 B+B Edinburgh (www.
bb-edinburgh.com) Stylish 
contemporary hotel set 
in a historic Victorian 
building.

Best Top End

  Knight Residence (www.
theknightresidence.co.uk) 
Luxury serviced apart-
ments in a quiet street, 
only a few minutes’ walk 
from the Grassmarket.

 G&V Royal Mile Hotel 
(www.quorvuscollection.
com/gandv-hotel-edinburgh) 
A modern style icon 
in the heart of the Old 
Town.

 Witchery by the Castle 
(www.thewitchery.com; Castle-
hill) Nine lavish Gothic 
suites in the shadow of 
Edinburgh Castle.

Arriving in 
Edinburgh

Edinburgh Airport
  Edinburgh Airport (EDI; 
%0844 448 8833; www.
edinburghairport.com), 8 
miles west of the city, 
has numerous  ights 
from other parts of Scot-
land and the UK, Ireland 
and mainland Europe. 
Trams, buses and taxis 
all depart from outside 
the arrivals hall; go out 
through the main doors 
and turn left.

  Bus Lothian Buses’ 
 Airlink (www.  ybybus.
com) service 100 runs 
to Waverley Bridge, 
outside the train station, 
from the airport (one 
way/return £4.50/7.50, 
30 minutes, every 10 
minutes from 4am to 
midnight) via Haymarket 
and the West End.

Book Your Stay
  Hotels and hostels are 

found throughout the Old 
and New Towns; midrange 
B&Bs and guesthouses 
are concentrated outside 
the centre in the suburbs 
of Tollcross, Brunts eld, 
Newington and Pilrig.

 If you’re driving, don’t 
even think about staying in 
the city centre unless your 
hotel has its own private 
car park – parking in the 
centre is a nightmare.

 Edinburgh is packed to 
the gills during the festival 
period (August) and over 
Hogmanay (New Year). If 
you want a room during 
these periods, book as far 
in advance as you can – a 
year ahead if possible.

 It’s best to book at least 
a few months ahead for 
accommodation at Easter 
and from mid-May to mid-
September.

 Edinburgh accommoda-
tion costs: budget is less 
than £65, midrange is 
£65 to £130, and top end 

Before You Go

When to Go

Survival 
Guide

  Winter (Dec–Feb) 
Cold and dark, occasional 
snow; Christmas decora-
tions, Hogmanay and 
Burns Night celebrations.

 Spring (Mar–May) 
Cold to mild, damp, oc-
casional sun; owers and 
blossom everywhere.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Mild to warm but occa-
sionally wet; main tourist 
season, city packed out 
for festival in August.

 Autumn (Sep–Nov) 
Mild to chilly, often damp; 
autumn colours in parks, 
tourist crowds have left.
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Princes
Street

Gardens

Royal
Botanic
Garden

Royal Yacht
Britannia

Scottish
Parliament

Building

Edinburgh
Castle

Palace of
Holyroodhouse

National
Museum of
Scotland

Real Mary
King's
Close

Scottish
National
Gallery of
Modern Art

Scottish National
Portrait Gallery

Stockbridge
(p94)
A former village with its 
own distinct identity, 
stylish and quirky shops 
and a good choice of 
pubs and restaurants.

Top Sights
Royal Botanic Garden

Old Town (p22)
A maze of narrow wynds 
(alleys) and cobbled 
streets, strung out along 
the Royal Mile, home to 
the city's main historical 
sights. 

Top Sights
Edinburgh Castle
Real Mary King’s Close
National Museum of 
Scotland 

New Town (p64)
Georgian terraces lined 
with designer boutiques, 
wine bars and cocktail 
lounges, plus Princes 
Street Gardens and the 
perfect viewpoint of 
Calton Hill.

Top Sights
Scottish National 
Portrait Gallery
Princes Street Gardens

Holyrood & Arthur's 
Seat (p52)
At the foot of the Royal 
Mile, contains the 
Scottish Parliament and 
the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse, and is 
the gateway to the 
craggy parkland of 
Arthur's Seat.

Top Sights
Palace of 
Holyroodhouse
Scottish Parliament 
Building

West End & 
Dean Village
(p84)
More Georgian elegance 
and upmarket shops, 
leading down to the 
picturesque Dean Village 
in the wooded valley of 
the Water of Leith. 

Top Sights
Scottish National 
Gallery of Modern Art

Leith (p104)
Redeveloped industrial 
docklands now occupied 
by restaurants, bars and 
Ocean Terminal, the 
city’s biggest shopping 
centre.

Top Sights
Royal Yacht Britannia

South Edinburgh 
(p112)
A peaceful residential 
area of Victorian 
tenement flats and 
spacious garden villas; 
not much in the way of 
tourist attractions, but 
good walking territory 
and many good 
restaurants and pubs.

Worth a Trip
Top Sights

Rosslyn Chapel

 Edinburgh 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

Union Canal (p120)

Insider tips to help you  nd the real cityInsider tips to help you  nd the real city

Cockburn Street, Old Town (p51)
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Explore the Old 
Town’s Hidden 
History (p34)

  Hidden alleys
 Historic sites

Much of what makes 
Edinburgh’s Old Town 
so intriguing is its maze 
of narrow wynds (alleys) 
and staircases connecting 
different levels of the city. 
Most visitors don’t stray 
from the Royal Mile, but 
to really appreciate Old 
Town history you have to 
delve into the network of 
hidden alleyways.

A Walk Through 
Holyrood Park 
(p58)

  City-centre scenery
 Panoramic views

Holyrood Park, the 
former hunting ground 

of Scottish kings, brings a 
huge chunk of coun-
tryside into the heart 
of the city. Put on your 
hiking shoes and explore 
the walking trails that 
criss-cross its slopes, 
leading eventually to 
the picturesque village 
of Duddingston and its 
welcoming country pub.

New Town Shopping 
(p70)

  Georgian architecture
 Upmarket shops

Once the powerhouse 
of Edinburgh’s financial 
industry, the New Town’s 
smart Georgian streets 
have been taken over by 
a wealth of classy shops 
and designer outlets. 
Grab your credit cards 
and search for that 
something special in the 

gorgeous boutiques on 
Thistle St, before relaxing 
in one of the city’s top 
lunch spots.

A Sunday Stroll 
Around Stockbridge 
(p98)

  Unique shops
 Stylish street life

Stockbridge began life 
as a mill village on the 
Water of Leith, but has 
long since been swept 
up in Edinburgh’s urban 
expansion. Enjoy a stroll 
around one of the city’s 
most desirable districts, 
home to offbeat bou-
tiques, cute cafes, great 
neighbourhood bistros 
and Scotland’s best Sun-
day market.

 There’s more to Edinburgh than the top tourist sights. Experience a little of what 
makes the city tick by exploring its hidden backstreets, stylish shops, scenic park-
land, and a village within the city.

 Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Cockburn Street 
Shops (p51 )

Edinburgh’s 
Mysterious Book 
Sculptures (p44 )

Sandy Bell’s (p46 )

Urban Hillwalking on 
Arthur’s Seat (p62 )

Edinburgh Farmers 
Market (p90 )

Bohemian Broughton 
(p80)

Cramond Village 
(p110 )

Union Canal (p120)

Southside Brunch 
(p118 )

Edinburgh Zoo 
(p76 )

 Edinburgh 
Local Life

Local Life  1312

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p145)

Currency
 Pound sterling (£). 100 pence = £1

Language
 English

Visas
 Generally not needed for stays of up to six 

months. Not a member of the 
Schengen Zone.

Money
 ATMs widespread. Major credit cards 

accepted everywhere.

Mobile Phones
 Uses the GSM 900/1800 network. Local 

SIM cards can be used in European and 
Australian phones.

Time
 Edinburgh is on GMT; during British 

Summer Time (BST; last Sunday in March 
to last Saturday in October) clocks are one 

hour ahead of GMT.

Tipping
 Tip restaurant waiting sta   10% to 15% 

unless service is included. 
Locals generally don’t tip taxi drivers.

Arriving in 
Edinburgh

 Most visitors arrive at Edinburgh Airport 
(www.edinburghairport.com), 8 miles west of 
the city centre, or at Edinburgh Waverley train 
station, right in the heart of the city between 
the Old Town and New Town.

A At the Airport
 The arrivals hall has a tourist information and 
accommodation desk, left-luggage facilities, 
ATMs, currency exchange desks, shops, 
restaurants, internet access and car-hire 
agencies. Turn left out of arrivals to find the 
Airlink Bus 100 stop and the taxi ranks.

A From Edinburgh Airport

Destination Best Transport 

 Old Town Airlink Bus 100 
or tram

New Town Airlink Bus 100 
or tram

West End Airlink Bus 100, 
or tram

South Edinburgh Airlink Bus 100 
or tram, then 
connecting bus 
or taxi

Leith Airlink Bus 100 
or tram, then 
connecting bus 
or taxi

L From Edinburgh Waverley Train 
Station
 Taxi rank in station. Short walk to Princes St, 
where trams and buses depart to all areas 
of the city.

Getting Around
 Edinburgh’s public transport system consists 
of an extensive bus network and a single tram 
line. Lothian Buses (www.lothianbuses.com) 
runs most of the city bus routes, while First 
Edinburgh (www.firstedinburgh.co.uk) buses 
mainly serve towns and villages around Edin-
burgh. The tram line is operated by Edinburgh 
Trams (www.edinburghtrams.com).

J Bus
 The bus network is extensive, and is the 
best way of getting from the suburbs to the 
centre, and for north–south trips. Despite 
dedicated bus lanes, buses can get held up in 
traffic during rush hours.

U Tram
 Fast and frequent (every 10 to 12 minutes) 
service from the airport to York Place in 
the east of the city centre, via Murrayfield 
Stadium, Haymarket, the West End and 
Princes St.

K Taxi
 Friendly and knowledgeable drivers, great for 
late-night journeys, but fares can be expensive 
unless there are four people sharing.

H Bicycle 
 Great for leisure – hire a bike and escape 
to the countryside via the Water of Leith 
Walkway, or the Union Canal towpath.

K Car & Motorcycle
 As a visitor, it’s unlikely you’ll need to drive. 
Disincentives include the difficulty of finding 
a parking place, high parking charges, and 
traffic congestion, especially during rush 
hours.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than £50 

  Dorm beds £15–30

  Markets, lunch specials for food

  Loads of free museums and galleries

Midrange £50–150 
  Double room £80–100

  Two-course dinner with glass of wine £30

  Live music in pub free–£10

Top End more than £150 
  Double room in boutique/four-star hotel 

£175–225

  Three-course dinner in top restaurant 
including wine £70–100

  Taxi across town £15

Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/edin-
burgh) Destination info, hotel bookings, great 
for planning.

This Is Edinburgh (www.edinburgh.org) 
Official guide to the city.

The List (www.list.co.uk) Listings and reviews 
for restaurants, bars, clubs and theatres.

Advance Planning
 Six months Book accommodation for 
August festival period. Book a table at the 
Witchery by the Castle.

Two months Book accommodation, reserve 
tables in top restaurants, book car hire.

One month Buy tickets online for Edin-
burgh Castle and Rosslyn Chapel, check 
listings for entertainment and book tickets.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 Tipping is up to you 
– because of the high 
fares local people rarely 
tip on short journeys, 
but occasionally round 
up to the nearest 50p on 
longer ones.

Bicycle
  Edinburgh is well 

equipped with bike lanes 
and dedicated cycle 
tracks.

 You can buy a map of 
the city’s cycle routes 
from most bike shops.

  Biketrax (Map p114 ; 
%0131-228 6633; www.
biketrax.co.uk; 11-13 Lochrin 
Pl; per day from £17; 
h9.30am-6pm Mon-Fri, to 
5.30pm Sat, noon-5pm Sun; 
gall Tollcross buses) rents 
out hybrid bikes, road 
bikes and Brompton fold-
ing bikes (no mountain 
bikes, though). You’ll 
need a £100 cash or 
credit-card deposit and 
photographic ID.

Car & Motorcycle
  Though useful for day 

trips beyond the city, a 
car in central Edinburgh 
is more of a liability than 
a convenience;  nding a 
parking spot in the city 
centre is like striking gold.

  All the big, international 
car-rental agencies have 
o   ces in Edinburgh, 
including  Avis (Map p73, 
1F; %0844 544 6059; www.
avis.co.uk; 24 East London 
St; h8am-6pm Mon-Fri, 
8am-2pm Sat, 10am-2pm 
Sun) and  Europcar (Map 
p73, 4F; %0871 384 3453; 
www.europcar.co.uk; Platform 
2, Waverley Train Station, 
Waverley Bridge; h7am-8pm 
Mon-Fri, 7am-5pm Sat & Sun).

 There are many 
smaller, local agencies 
that o  er better rates. 
 Arnold Clark (%0141-237 
4374; www.arnoldclarkrental.
co.uk) charges from £32 
a day, or £185 a week for 
a small car, including VAT 
and insurance.

Essential 
Information

Business Hours
 Banks 9.30am-4pm 
Monday to Friday; some 
branches open 9.30am-
1pm Saturday

Businesses 9am-5pm 
Monday to Friday

Pubs and bars 11am-
11pm Monday to Thurs-
day, 11am-1am Friday and 
Saturday, 12.30pm-11pm 
Sunday

Restaurants noon-
2.30pm and 6-10pm

Shops 9am-5.30pm 
Monday to Saturday; 
some to 8pm Thursday; 
11am-5pm Sunday

Discount Cards
  Royal Edinburgh Ticket 

Includes admission to 
the Royal Yacht Britannia, 
Edinburgh Castle and the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse, 
plus unlimited travel 
on hop-on, hop-o   tour 
buses among the various 
attractions.

 Tram Edinburgh 
Trams (www.edin-
burghtrams.com) run 
from the airport to the 
city centre (one way/
return £5.50/8.50, 33 
minutes, every six to 
eight minutes from 6am 
to midnight).

 Taxi An airport taxi 
to the city centre costs 
around £20 and takes 
about 20 to 30 minutes. 

Edinburgh 
Waverley Train 
Station

  The main train ter-
minus in Edinburgh is 
Waverley train station, 
located in the heart of 
the city. Trains arriving 
from, and departing for, 
the west also stop at 
Haymarket station (Map 
p73, E4), which is more 
convenient for the West 
End.

Getting 
Around

Bus
  The main bus opera-

tors are  Lothian Buses 

(%0131-555 6363; www.lo-
thianbuses.com) and First 
(www.  rstgroup.com). 
For timetable informa-
tion contact  Traveline 
(%0871 200 22 33; www.
travelinescotland.com).

 Bus timetables, route 
maps and fare guides 
are posted at all main 
bus and tram stops.

 You can pick up a copy 
of the free Lothian Buses 
Route Map from Lothian 
Buses Travelshops.

 Adult fares within the 
city are £1.60; purchase 
from the bus driver. 
Children aged under  ve 
years travel free and 
those aged  ve to 15 pay 
a  at fare of 80p.

 Night-service buses 
(www.nightbuses.com) 
run hourly between 
midnight and 5am, and 
charge a  at fare of 
£3.50.

 Lothian Bus drivers 
sell a day ticket (£4) that 
gives unlimited travel on 
Lothian buses and trams 
for a day; a family day 
ticket (up to two adults 
and three children) costs 
£8.50.

Tram
  Edinburgh’s tram line 

(www.edinburghtrams.
com) runs from Edin-

burgh Airport to York Pl, 
at the top of Leith Walk, 
via Haymarket, the West 
End and Princes St.

 Tickets are integrated 
with the city’s Lothian 
Buses, costing £1.60 for 
a single journey within 
the city boundary, or 
£5.50 to the airport.

 Trams run every eight 
to 10 minutes Monday to 
Saturday, and every 12 to 
15 minutes on a Sunday, 
from 5.30am to 11pm.

Taxi
  Edinburgh’s black 

taxis can be hailed in the 
street, ordered by phone 
(extra 80p charge) or 
picked up at one of the 
many central ranks.

  Central Taxis (%0131-
229 2468; www.taxis-edin-
burgh.co.uk) 

 City Cabs (%0131-228 
1211; www.citycabs.co.uk) 

 ComCab (%0131-272 
8001; www.comcab-edin-
burgh.co.uk) 

 The minimum fare is 
£2.10 (£3.10 at night) for 
the  rst 450m, then 25p 
for every subsequent 
188m – a typical 2-mile 
trip across the city 
centre will cost around 
£6 to £7. 230V/50Hz
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Edinburgh 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Edinburgh 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Edinburgh ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Edinburgh Top Sights.................................................8

Edinburgh Local Life ................................................. 12

Edinburgh Day Planner ............................................14

Need to Know ............................................................16

Edinburgh Neighbourhoods .................................... 18

Welcome to 
Edinburgh

Edinburgh is one of Britain’s most beautiful cities, with its 
castle perched upon ancient crags and the medieval maze 
of the Old Town gazing across verdant gardens to the 
Georgian elegance of the New Town. History and architec-
ture are leavened with a bacchanalia of bars, innovative 
restaurants and Scotland’s most stylish shops.

QuickStart 
Guide 
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 Edinburgh Castle (p24)
 Attracting more than 1.3 million visitors per year, Edinburgh Castle is Scotland’s 
most popular attraction, a craggy cluster of museums, militaria, chapels, cannons, 
vaults and prisons, as well as the Scottish Crown Jewels.
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